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E Showers likely 
High 65 
Low 42 
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Stanley Kubrick was one 
of the most controversial 
post-war filmmakers 


health 


Areu doctors caution 
against binge drinking 
during spring break. 
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Bell among 167 counties govemor says 
face an increased danger from wildfires 


By MICHAEL HOLMES 
Associated Press Writer 


AUSTIN — Gov George W Bush declared an emer- 
gency in 167 of Texas’ 254 counties Thursday because 
of an abnormally dry winter and growing danger of fires 
over two-thirds of the state 

Included on the list were Bell, Coryell, Lampasas and 
Williamson counties. 


By KEVIN FITCHARD 
Herald Staff Writer 


The decorations are up, the 
shelves aré stocked and even 
the revolving: shirt display 1s al- 
Bert spinning. 

ileen’s long-awaited Wal- 
Mart Supercenter will open for 
business at 8 a.m Wednesday, 
and store manager Don Splawn 
1s happy to report his staff is 
ahead of schedule 

The monotholc flagship store 
wedged between Trimmuer Road 
and W.S Young Dnve just off 
the highway is ın the final phas- 
es of preparation for what store 
managers hope will be a bash of 
a grand opening week. 

The current Wal-Mart just 
down the street at the comer of 
WS Young and US Highway 
190 will shut its doors for the 
final tume at about 6 p.m 
Tuesday The next morning a 
crowd of city dignitaries will join 
Wal-Mart officials in the grand 
opening ceremonies. 

“Over the last 18 years, 
Killeen-area residents have loy- 
ally supported Wal-Mart,” 
Splawn said “We are now 
showing them our appreciation 
by providing them with our 
most advanced facility, the Wal- 
Mart Supercenter ” 

A grocery store, department 
store, deli, flonst, optical center, 
bank, garden shop, automotive 
center all rolled into one, the 
Supercenter 1s a far cry from 
the current Wal-Mart's dis- 
count store setup 

Splawn, who managed the 
old Wal-Mart, said he and his 
staff will have to learn how to 
adjust. 

At 208,750 square feet, the 
Supercenter 1s larger than its 
Copperas Cove counterpart and 
dwarfs the current store, which 
measures 120,000 square feet. 

The new store will carry an 
additonal $2 mullion in mer- 
chandise, and at full strength 
will employ about 450 people, 
about 100 more than the cur- 
rent store 

Currently, the staff ıs split be- 
tween the two stores and 1s al- 
most double its normal size at 
600 employees as the corpora- 
tion prepares to phase in the 
new store 

This final week has been 
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Serving Central Texas since 1890 


Texas braces for another drought; Bush seeks more firefighting funds 


“I think we ought to pray for rain,” Bush said, as 
state officials reported that farmers and ranchers al- 
ready are being hurt, reservoir levels are dropping and 
forecasters say the dry weather should continue 

The governor asked President Clinton for an emer- 
gency declaration to give Texas additonal aid in com- 
bating wildfires and pre-positoning firefighters and 
equipment to areas at nsk 

He called on county officials to consider local burn- 
ng bans. Thirty-five have been enacted so far Bush 
asked mayors and water suppliers to ready water con- 
servaton plans should drought predictions prove true 

“Much of Texas has had a very dry winter, forecast- 


ers predict a dry spring, and we know our summers 
are dry ın Texas. All this adds up to a drought that 
could be as bad or worse than the devastation we ex 
penenced last year,” Bush said 

Bush’s proclamation covers all the counties in the 
western half of the state plus South Texas, roughly 
along a hne west of Interstate 35 and Interstate 37 

If a drought matenalizes, ıt would be the third ın four 
years for the nation’s second-largest state 

Carl Anderson, agncultural extension economist at 
Texas A&M University, reported two weeks ago that 
last year’s drought reduced farm and ranch production 
values by more than $2 4 billion from 1997 


50 CENTS 


Anderson said Thursday that dn weather this year 
has gotten an even earher start “Last vear's drought 
really lacked off the first part of March As it stands 
nght now, this year has had wav below -normal rainfall 
since the first of the vear,” he said 

The Texas Forest Service said fire danger 1s increas 
ing across Central and West Texas much of which 
never recovered from last year The wildfire potential al- 
ready ıs greater in parts of West Texas and the 
Panhandle than it was ın Mav 1998 the service said 
In addition, spnng winds are further drving out graz 


See DROUGHT, Page A8. 


House backs 
Clinton policy 


spent mainly ın last-minute 
preparations. Merchandise at 
the old store ıs either being 
moved into the Supercenter or 


Above, Wal-Mart employees Roy Adair, left, and Fatos Sanderlin use a hand pump to inflate 
a children’s wading pool Thursday, part of the preparations for the grand opening of the new 
Killeen Wal-Mart Supercenter next week. Top, Killeen resident Sherri Bardales slides packages 
of sliced meat onto a display hook as stocking continued Thursday at the new Killeen Wal- 


See WAL-MART, Page A8. 


Mart, scheduled to open next week. 


Pope, Iranian president focus on increasing 
understanding between Islam, Christianity 


By CANDICE HUGHES 
Associated Press Writer 


VATICAN CITY — Proclauming it an “mportant and 


romising day,” Pope John Paul II blessed Iran’s re- 
orm-minded president on Thursday at the end of his 
groundbreaking visit to the West. 

President Mohammad Khatami, a moderate clenc, 
came bearing a message of detente and dialogue that 
was warmly received. But the Vatican also raised the 
issue of human nghts, as did the president’s Italian 
hosts. 

John Paul and the Iranian president spent 25 mn- 
utes together in the pope’s private library. 

“At the end of my stay in Italy, and after this meetng 
with you, I return to my country and people full of hope 
for the future,” Khatami said afterward 

His three-day trip is the first state visit to a Western 
nation by an Iranian president since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution 

The emphasis Thursday was on a greater under- 
standin tween Islam and Chnstianity, part of 
Khatamu's call for a “dialogue among civilizations, cul 


tures and religions ” 

The 78-year-old pope and the 56-year-old Mushm 
clenc had much common und 

Both were students of philosophy as well as theolo- 
gy, and their wntings reveal a deep mystical streak 
Both see religion as the only antidote to the ills of mod- 
ern life 

“The hope ıs for the final victory of monotheism, 
morality, peace and reconciliation,” Khatami said 

The Vatican was clearly pleased with the meeting; its 
official communique called it a warm encounter based 
on “a spint of dialogue between Mushms and 
Chnstians” 

Khatamz’s visit also bore more prosaic — but highly 
umportant — fruit 

Iran’s deputy ol munister, Mehdi Hosseini, said 
Italy’s state energy company ENI had proposed ou pro 
duction deals worth $2 bilion to $3 billion Hosseim 
also said petrochemical projects were discussed 

But the symbolism-packed Vatican meeting was the 


highlight 


See POPE, Page A8. 
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By TOM RAUM 
Associated Press Wnter 


WASHINGTON — After a con- 
tentious debate, the House voted 
bipartisan support late Thursday 
for President Clinton's Kosovo poli 
cy, turning back a Republican led 
effort to oppose sending U S troops 
there as peacekeepers 

Clinton had warned that such a 
restriction, even though nonbind 
ing, could have jeopardized al 
réady-endangered peace talks due 
to resume in Paris on Monday 

The House voted 219 to 191 fora 
resolution expressing general sup- 
port for the administration's use of 
US troops, if necessary, as part of 
a NATO peacekeeping operation 

But it attached some strings — 
urging Clinton to report to 
Congress on how long such a de- 
ployment would last, how much ıt 
would cost and whether it would af 
fect overall military readiness 

“People n my distnct want to 
know the ext strategy.” said Rep 
Porter Goss, R-Fla, “Getting an- 
swers from the administration 1s 
part of our job ” 

Final approval came after the 
House turned aside, on a 237 to 


on Kosovo 


s House, Senate pass bills 
on education funding........ A9 


178 vote, a proposal by Rep Tille 
Fowler R-Fla to protest anv 
Amencan troop engagement ın the 
war-tom Serbian province 

Clinton, in Guatemala for a 
meeting of Central Amencan lead 
ers, said before the vote that he 
thought the debate was premature, 
since the peace agreement had not 
vet been achieved 

“I do not believe Congress should 
take any action that would ın effect 
pre-empt the peace process or en- 
courage either side to say no to tt,” 
Clinton told a news conference 

But GOP leaders brushed aside a 
Democrate plea for a postpone- 
ment “Congress must have a 
meaningful role in this decision,” 
Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-II] , as 
serted 

Hastert voted ves on final pas- 
sage of the resolution He did not 
vote on the amendment to oppose 
troop deplovments 

Clinton has proposed sending up 


See KOSOVO, Page A8. 


New atom laser could 
lead to computer chips 
that are extremely small 


By PAUL RECER 
AP Science Wnter 


WASHINGTON — Scientists have 
invented a device that shoots 
streams of atoms in any direction 
the same way that a laser sends out 
beams of hght 

The breakthrough, made possi 
ble by nudging super-cold, super 
slow atoms into a beam, could lead 
to a revolutionary new tool for mak 
ing extremely small computer 
chips, said Wilham D Phillips, who 
led a federal team that developed 
the device 

A report on the work appears 
today ın the journal Science 

“An optical laser works by send 
ing out a very narrow-beam of pho- 
tons (ight elements),” Philips said 
“An atom laser works hke a hght 
laser, except it 1s sending out atoms 


Pope John Paul il looks at some gifts presented to him by Iran’s 
President Mohammad Khatami at the Vatican Wednesday dur- 
ing a special audience that could lay a foundation for better 
relations between Christianity and Islam 


~ See LASER, Page A8. 


instead of photons * 

The concept mav hint at the leg 
endar atomic ray gun of science 
ficuon, but Philips said there's no 
obvious weapons use 

However just as when the optical 
laser was invented 40 vears ago, 
the potennal apphc ations of an 
atom laser may not vet be appar 
ent, said Philips, a Nobel laureate 
who works for the National 
Insutute of Standards and 
Technology in Gaithersburg Md 

The more immediate use would 
be to create measunng and navga 
tion devices that could be up to 10 
tumes more precise than the optical 
laser systems now in use Phillips 
said 

Researchers at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology first devel 
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